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Money for Your Future 

Let’s make this quick.  Life is busy, but you need information.  You want to know if funds can be 

found to help pay for college.  You want to know if the scholarship search and application 

process is worth the effort.  You want to know if scholarships are 

awarded to anyone other than students with 4.0 GPA’s.  The 

answer is YES to all of those questions and this handbook can help 

you create a plan to earn some of that scholarship cash.  Here is a 

primer on how to get started.  This booklet can help you with the 

following. 

 Review scholarship search resources 

 Review application process 

 Help Avoid Scams 

 Provide examples of essays and information requests 

 Provide limited scholarship listings 

 
Scholarship Search Resources 

 
Scholarship Search Engines 

If you follow some simple tips the scholarship search engines will net the most gain for 

you in the shortest time; however, keep in mind it is not the only 

way to search for scholarships.  While most scholarships can be 

found on-line, not all scholarships are listed there and you should 

supplement your search with non-electronic sources: scholarship 

coordinator; local government, organizations and committees.  

 

Search Engine Tips 

 Sign-up with multiple reputable scholarship search engines. 

 Use a secondary email for use in signing-up with web sites. 

 Check this email often! 

 When signing-up check as many boxes as possible. 

 CHECK DEADLINES!!  

Scholarship Search 
Resources 

 

☑ Financial Aid Office 
Scholarship Coordinator 
 

☑ Other University 
Financial Aid web sites 
 

☑ Local Governments  

 

☑ Local Organizations 
and Committees 

 

☑ Scholarship Search 
Engines 
 

☑ Printed Scholarship 

Directories 
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Printed Scholarship Directories 

While the search engines are fastest remember the web is not the only place to find 

scholarship information.  Who knew there is a multi-million dollar business of verifying, 

cataloging, and providing information related to scholarships?  

These directories list scholarships in some sort of categorical 

fashion such as: state of origination, or field of study, 

depending on the listing type chosen by the editor.  Another 

note about categorization of the directories is that most limit 

their listings to either undergraduate or graduate level listings, 

so be sure to choose the resource material that fits your needs.   

Accessing scholarship directories can be as expensive or 

inexpensive as the student’s budget allows.  Scholarship 

directories can be purchased anywhere books are sold for 

somewhere between $25 and $50.  This does not have to be an 

incurred expense as many of these materials can be found in 

university, local, and friend’s libraries.  It may take a few trips to 

several library locations to collect all the information that you 

need, but it significantly reduced the costs associated with 

using directories.  Also note that libraries classify scholarship 

directories as reference materials; therefore, they cannot be 

checked out.  When visiting the library come prepared with 

change for copies, and materials to take notes.  These 

directories are filed in the Reference Section 378 in most 

libraries. 

 

Financial Aid Office 

This is a great resource!  When you need help stop by, call or email the Spalding 

University Financial Aid Office starting with the Scholarship Coordinator Dominic Schillizzi.  The 

Financial Aid Office can provide you with advice and expertise, but the scholarship attainment 

process is your responsibility.  What the Spalding University Financial Aid Office offers is a 

limited listing of endowed and outside scholarship opportunities.  Students should also check 

the websites of other academic institutions.  While you will not find information for Spalding 

Tips on Directories 

☑ Directories have 
expiration dates.  To be 
relevant they should be no 
more than two years old. 
 

☑ Many directories are 
specific to the level of 
study so be certain that 
you have chosen one that 
corresponds with your 
needs (ex. undergrad). 
 

☑ Be prepared to visit 
several locations to find 
exactly the book that fits 
your needs 
 

☑ Before purchasing 
compare the number of 
listing relevant to your 
search criteria: social work, 
social sciences, social 
services, mental health, 
etc.  Some directories do a 
better job of cataloging 
these areas of study than 
others. 
 

☑ When utilizing library 
copies bring change for the 
copier and materials to 
take notes. 
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Merit Scholarships 

Not what you think.  They are 
awarded for more than a great 
GPA! 

☑ High GPA 

☑ Community Involvement 

☑ Extra-curricular activities 

☑ Targeted Scholarship Awards: 

 Geographic region 

 Organizational membership 

 Race  

 Ethnicity 

 Gender 

 Religious affiliation 

 Differing abilities 

 Special interest and  

 Unusual circumstances 
 

Do any of these criteria apply to 
your circumstances? 

University endowed scholarships at these other university web sites they do provide access to 

updated information on search engines, outside scholarships, essay and information request 

samples. 

 

 

 

Types of Scholarships 

Endowed scholarships are monies that have been donated to Spalding University to meet 

a specific need, so these scholarships have criteria that must be met in order to be eligible for 

consideration.   The listing and criteria can be obtained 

either by visiting the Financial Aid office or viewing the 

Spalding University’s Financial Aid web page.   

Outside scholarships refer to monies that originate 

from organizations not connected with Spalding University.  

Outside scholarships range from civic organizations all the 

way up to national scholarly competitions.  Outside merit 

based scholarships are the types of scholarships that make 

up the bulk of the printed material and listings in the 

searchable databases.   

Endowed and Outside scholarships are a 

combination of Need and Merit based financial awards.  

Need based awards are typically based solely upon income 

levels i.e. Pell Grant.  Merit based awards are awarded for 

any number of reasons, not just excellent academic 

performance.  If you understand nothing else about the scholarship process please understand 

that scholarships are available for more than just honor students.   

In the past the term merit scholarship was used to indicate a high level of academic 

performance as measured by one’s grade point average.  More recently organizations have 

recognized the importance of a student’s skills outside of the academic arena. These types of 

scholarships are now being awarded for a widening array of skills that result in life success and 

community contribution.   

Common Schoalrship Types 

 Endowded   Outside 

 Merit / Need  Merit/ Need 
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Committing to the Application Process 

On Your Own Behalf 

 

Organization and Planning 

Contact the Financial Aid Office and apply for all the Spalding University 

Endowed Scholarships that fit your personal criteria.  Then think about 

getting that secondary email to keep spam down.  Now use the secondary 

email address to enroll in as many on-line scholarship search engines as you 

feel are reputable.  Save or print out the scholarship information that looks 

promising.  Organize the scholarship information by due date.  Then begin 

completing scholarship applications.  Be sure to schedule yourself time 

each week to both check in with the web sites, and complete applications previously filed.  You 

must treat this as a second job.  How would you expect to get paid for a job if you were not 

showing up at work?  Nothing is free.  Effort is required of you to locate and apply for the college 

funds.  For this effort to bear fruit you need to schedule time as if you were working.  Once the 

time is blocked off in your schedule it is easier to follow through with the applications and 

essays. 

Now that you have arranged your schedule it is hoped the search engines return enough 

potential scholarship possibilities that you have to consider how to 

organize your entries. There are two schools of thought on how to 

organize the scholarships: local to national sized scholarship offerings 

or smallest to largest cash reward.  Here is the thinking behind the local 

to national method of organization possibly being more effective: the 

applicant pool is smaller, there is the likelihood that you might know 

something about the agency/organization, and that organizations are 

interested in providing money locally.  Additionally, the more local the scholarship the smaller 

the applicant pool and award amount, conversely the larger awards are most often found at the 

state and national level, but with significantly larger applicant pools.  As the size of the applicant 

pool for one scholarship grows it can be difficult for an essay to rise to the top, with this in mind 

more time should be allotted for proof reading and revisions of these larger scholarship 

materials.   
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  When researching local awards a little more legwork might be in order.  These smaller 

awards are often not listed with the financial aid office, in any directory, or on the search 

engines.  Instead it often requires that you make phone calls, write letters of inquiry, search 

their websites, and network with members from the organization 

to gain details about their selection processes and deadlines. 

 

Communicating: Essays and Letters 
 Hopefully you have compiled a list of at least 20 to 30 

scholarships, scheduled time, considered organization 

informational requests, and begun your essay preparations.  Yes, I 

said informational requests.  If the publicized details about the 

organization, essay question, or desired applicant requires 

clarification you should phone, email or snail mail a professionally 

worded request for more details.  It conveys professionalism and 

sincerity to the organization offering the scholarship monies.   

Now the words scholarship essay sent most of your hearts 

to palpating.  Take a deep breath.  This is the part that sends 

students fleeing!  Speak to any student about scholarships and the 

one thing everyone speaks about is their fear of the scholarship 

essay.   It is many things, but mostly time-consuming and 

perplexing.  What do judges want to know?  How do you address 

the essay questions?  Do you stick to the word count limit? 

 For starters you must follow all the rules in the description 

of the scholarship materials to the letter.  Do not give the judges 

any reason to reject your entry.  You worked really hard; do not 

lose your chance based on a technicality If it is a 2,000 word essay 

is required.  Then make sure it is 2,000 words.  No more.  No less. 

They may also request additional information (FAFSA, transcripts, 

EFC, etc.), so make sure it is included as well.  Never under any 

circumstances plagiarize any work you put into an essay.  If they are 

not your original words then make sure everyone understands 

whom you are quoting. 

Essay Tips 

Please know that 
having a plan makes it 
possible. 
 

☑ Get & Stay 
Organized! 
 

☑ Read scholarship 
rules and specifications 
carefully 

 

☑ Organizational web 
sites often display 
previous winning 
essays, so go read 
them. 
 

☑ NEVER plagiarize! 
 

☑ Check your stable 
for a tweak able essay 
to customize to the 
scholarship criteria. 
 

☑ Tweak, edit, 
rewrite. 
 

☑ Have a friend or 
editing service the 
essay. 
 

☑ Prepare application 
packet to the letter of 
the scholarship 
specifications making 
sure to include any 
additionally requested 
materials. (transcripts, 
financial records, etc.) 
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The essays themselves require the most attention.  Scholarship essay judges do want to 

know something about you, yet not the sordid details of your life.  They want a brief 

understanding of the Meta picture of the obstacles you have encountered.  Most importantly 

they want to know the how’s and why’s of you surmounting life’s obstacles.  The trick is to 

provide enough information that they gain an impression of your capacities and personhood 

within the word limit and confines of good taste.  What you do not want is to provide enough 

detail that you owe them a mental health co-pay. 

As noted earlier the essays themselves are time-consuming to write, edit, and rewrite.  

The piece of advice that is given most often is to keep a stable of essays that answer the most 

common essay questions, and non-specific essay ideas that arise out of writing to essay 

requirements.  Important Note: when taking an essay or essay idea out of the stable make 

certain that it is re-crafted to meet the new scholarship’s essay question precisely.  Maybe the 

slant of the essay needs to change a bit to meet this other organizations’ mission, or shed a 

different light on your understanding of the issues.  Look to be certain the questions you seek to 

answer are exactly the same.  What if your understanding of the debate around the issues 

inherent in the question has changed?  If any of these are true then the essay needs to be 

tweaked.  Be certain to keep both essays as they will likely be useful later.   

The essay is finished, or is it?  You have completed many re-writes?  Has anyone else 

reviewed the essay?  The essay is not complete until you have had it edited by someone other 

than yourself.  It could be a friend or an editing service (look in the Appendix II). 

Please also note there are two sample essays in Appendix I.  Other sample essays can be 

found either on scholarship sites or in “how to” books. 

 
Essay Crafting Tips 

 Read the submission requirements carefully. 

 Contact the organization for additional information if needed.  Be certain that all 

correspondence is neat and professional  

 Look through your stable of tweak able essays and if possible choose one that works 

for the scholarship criteria.  If nothing fits then create a new essay with this 

scholarship’s criteria in mind. 

 When possible do not handwrite scholarship applications. 

 NEVER handwrite scholarship essay submissions! 
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 Your essays must be true to you and reveal something 

about yourself.  This is the only chance that the judges 

get understand your needs and know your capacities.  

Think of this as a first date.  Present your best qualities, 

but be honest! 

 Have the essay edited by someone else, and re-write.   

 Put the essay down for at least two days.  Return for last 

review with fresh eyes. 

Finalizing: Completing the Packet 
 As if there were not enough to do, sometimes the 

scholarship applications require you to prepare an application 

packet.  Occasionally the information is requested in an 

abbreviated form please look at the table below to help cut 

through the scholarship alphabet soup.  Also remember that is 

perfectly acceptable to contact the organization funding the 

scholarship to request additional details or clarification of the 

scholarship entry requirements.  Just remember that the request 

must be a typed, business professional request for information.   

Packets typically consist of recommendation letters, letters in support of claims of 

volunteerism and community involvement, university transcripts, and financial documents.  

Because much of this information can take some time to gather it is a good idea to request it 

when you begin your scholarship search.  Requesting letters of support early is also a sign of 

respect to those asked to write letters, and increases your chances of receiving superior letters, 

not just good letters. 

At the end after the scholarship search yielded great opportunities, you wrote the essay, 

had it edited, and completed the packets it is ready to be sent to the scholarship judges, right?  

Before the packet leaves your hands take one last look at the scholarship rules and regulations.  

Do you have the correct word count?  Have included all additional requested information?  Has 

everything that can be typed, been typed; including the envelope?  Is there adequate postage?  

Double check the address.  If at all possible address the packet to a specific person or 

department.  Did you remember to include your return address, just in case?  Only after you are 

satisfied that everything will represent your life story and needs well should you send it on.  

What Next 

 You may only hear back from organization that award you monies.  In many cases there 

are simply too many applicants to notify anyone other than the winners.  When you do win be 

certain that you notify the Spalding University Financial Aid Office of any awards; as your 

Items Often Requested 

It is important to note 
that you should begin 
requesting letters of 
recommendation and 
other oft needed 
information just as you 
begin the scholarship 
search. 
 

Letters of 
Recommendation 

 
Support letters from 

Community 
 

Proof of Volunteer 
Activities 

 
Transcripts 

 
Proof of GPA 

 
FAFS, SAR, and EFC 
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Student Aid Report must be modified.  Keeping in touch with the Financial Aid Office means that 

you have a working relationship with someone who has expertise in the area of educational aid 

planning.  They will have had experience in applying the awards toward tuition and fees in such 

a way that you garner the most benefit.  When the awarding organization contacts you to 

congratulate you be certain obtain the specifics of how and when you should expect your award 

monies to be applied to your academic pursuits.  There are several ways that organizations 

might choose to award these funds, and depending on the method used to apply the monies 

might require some action on your part.  Information on the method of award will also need to 

be shared with the Bursar’s and Financial Aid Offices.  

Scholarship Alphabet Soup 

CLEP College-Level Examination 
Program 

Earn college credit by taking exams.  Check details 
do not apply for every subject at every school. 

COA Cost of Attendance How much your education will cost. 

EFC Estimated Family Contribution Found in the materials you receive from FAFSA you 
school’s Financial Aid Office. 

FAFSA Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid 

Information that must be completed upon 
acceptance to an institution of higher education. 

GPA Grade Point Average A measure of your academic success based on a 
numeric scale for grading (typically 0.0 to 4.0). 

GRE Graduate Record Examination A standardized test that is often an admission 
requirement for many graduate studies programs. 

SAR Student Aid Report The Finical Aid Office’s listing of your student aid. 

 

 

 
 
 

Avoiding Scholarship Scams 
 

 Never pay any fees associated with either entrance or acceptance of a “scholarship”.  

Reputable scholarship supporters require no funds from you. 

 As with any solicitation, do not accept phone calls, emails, or requests for information 

from services associated with universities or scholarship organizations that you did not 

initiate. 

 If something is “too good to be true”, then it likely is.  Stay away from sites that guarantee 

that you will find awards.  In fair scholarship entries that just is not a possibility. 

 Keep a secondary email to guard against spam. 
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Appendix I: Writing Collection 

 
Scholarship Essay Samples 

 
 

Essay Sample Number 1 
This sample essay is excerpted from the San Diego State University’s Financial Aid and 

Scholarships web page at the following web address www.sa.sdsu.edu/scholarship/essay-

samples.html#Essay4. 

Throughout my childhood, many individuals posed that infamous question: “So, what are 
you going to be when you grow up?” I cringe even now as I write it. During my childhood, the 
answer came quickly and with assurance: “A doctor.” I don’t know quite when I settled on that 
profession, but there it was, for all to marvel. My high school education was organized to take 
advantage of all the honors courses my school offered, as I knew this would look much more 
attractive when I applied to college and eventually medical school. I graduated top of my class 
with a 4.0 grade point average and was selected Valedictorian. 

My first year at college as a pre-med student resembled not so much a pristine haven of 
learning as a carefree romp. I imagined that college grades would be as effortless to attain as 
high school grades had been. My roommate nearly called the emergency room when I received 
my grades. The next semester was even worse. To further my frustration and despondency, I 
was also trying to come to terms with my budding sexuality, and coming out of the closet as a 
gay man in a conservative community. In the end, due to family pressure, I left school. 

I drifted rather aimlessly for the next few months, until I found a job as an accounting 
clerk, a far cry from my dreams of being a doctor. I tried to reason with myself that it was a 
temporary setback, and that I would attend another school later that year. It would take many 
years to realize that dream. 

Finally, after years of drudgery, I made it to the pinnacle of my career as a controller for a 
major engineering firm. One morning, I woke up and realized for perhaps the millionth time that 
I was miserable. I decided then and there, that no matter what transpired, I would return to 
school.  
Looking back, I realize that the time I spent working was extraordinarily helpful, as it allowed me 
to return to school with increased organizational skills and the intense desire to perform well.  

Since returning, I have maintained a 3.8 cumulative grade point average and have been 
admitted to the English honors program, I have been given the opportunity to study under some 
of the best teachers at the university. My educational process remains enthralling, as I continue 
the journey to my degree.  

To this end, I have also dedicated myself to working with important organizations on 
campus. I am involved with the substance abuse prevention group on campus, as well as the 
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Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Student Union, for which I was the director last year. This year 
I was elected President of Sigma Tau Delta. 

I volunteer outside the university as well, with such organizations as San Diego HIV 
Consumer Council and Mama’s Kitchen, a hot food delivery service for home bound AIDS 
patients. I also volunteer at the San Diego Freedom Ranch, a recovery unit for substance abuse. I 
am extremely rewarded in myriad ways with this work, and strive to give back and help others 
through my experience. 

I plan on continuing my education throughout the next few years as I endeavor to pursue 
my doctorate in English Literature. In this way, I will be able to realize my childhood dream of 
becoming a “doctor,” but in a much different way than I ever imagined. Of course, I don’t 
suppose that small child would mind very much. 

 
Essay Sample Number 2 
This sample essay was excerpted from the California State University Northridge’s Financial Aid 

& Scholarship Department’s web page at www.csun.edu/finaid/pdf/essay2.pdf  . 

 

I am currently enrolled in my fourth semester as a full time graduate student in the 
School Psychology specialty of the department of Educational Psychology and Counseling. Upon 
successful completion of this program I will earn an M.S. in Counseling and the Pupil Personnel 
Services credential, allowing me to practice as a school psychologist in California schools. 

 
My goal to pursue a career in the field of education has been a part of my plans since my 

early teen years. From my first summer job to my current position, the majority of my work and 
volunteer experience has involved counseling and children. To know that I can make a positive 
impact on a child’s life is very rewarding for me. 

 
I was most enticed to school psychology by its varied and challenging nature within an 

educational setting. The responsibilities of the profession involve, but are not limited to 
counseling, testing and assessment, behavioral intervention, classroom observation, educational 
referrals and crisis counseling. A school psychologist never knows exactly what the day will 
include, much like my current position as a counseling assistant at Irving Middle School in Los 
Angeles. From this experience I know that this spontaneity and high energy are vital for my 
growth and satisfaction within my career.  

 
As an undergraduate I feel I dedicated my best efforts towards my education and on June 

12, 1993 I graduated with high honors from the University of California, Santa Barbara with a 
B.A. in Communications. I soon attained full time employment with Hathaway Children’s 
Services, where I continue to work on various weekends and holidays. This facility is a residential 
treatment program for children with severe emotional disturbances resulting from traumas such 
as abuse, neglect, homelessness, or abandonment. My main responsibilities as a counselor-child 
care worker are to aid children in learning and carrying out daily living skills, counsel them in 
their relations with peers and adults, serve as a responsible role model, and to work closely with 
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other members of the treatment team, such as therapists and social workers implementing 
Hathaway programs. All of this has proven to be an invaluable learning experience.  

 
Complementing this experience is my current 30 hour per week position as a counseling 

assistant. My responsibility is to provide various psychological and educational services to 
students who need additional assistance to succeed in school and in the community. Included in 
this group are approximately 75% of Irving’s students. Therefore my day is usually filled with 
activities such as group, individual and crisis counseling, conflict resolutions, behavioral 
observations and recommendations, and assistance in assessments. In addition, I am involved in 
a Peer Counseling Program, where I assist in training and coordinating 25 students to become 
peer counselors who serve their fellow students. I feel very fortunate to be involved in Irving’s 
counseling program. I am proud of my work there and feel it is excellent preparation for my 
future role as a school psychologist. . 
 

Volunteer work has also been an activity that I like to include in my life. I currently 
volunteer at the Pasadena Humane Society for three hours each week. I assist in socializing and 
finding families for homeless dogs and cats. During my senior year of college I served as a 
volunteer, tutoring gifted children through my university’s honor’s program. Helping a child 
realize his or her own potential gives me a strong sense of accomplishment. I found this 
experience to be emotionally rewarding.  
 

I hope that by sharing my activities and goals, I have been able to give you a glimpse into 
the person I am and what I hope to achieve. I have included what I have felt to be the most 
significant influences on my career choice. I expect graduate school to continue to be a journey 
which I embark upon with great enthusiasm. 

 

Letter of Inquiry 

The information and inquiry letter below were recreated from the template available on the 

University of Florida College of Medicine website and was written by Kay Peterson, Ph.D. 

www.med.ufl.edu/oea/finaid/sgfl-writingtheessay.shtml. 

Once you have determined which scholarships you will apply for, write to them and ask 
for their scholarship application and requirements. The letter can be a general request for 
information "form" letter that can be photocopied, but you should be specific about the name of 
the scholarship you are inquiring about on the envelope.  

Write to each source as far in advance of their scholarship deadline as possible and don't 
forget to send a self-addressed, stamped envelope(SASE) -- it not only expedites their reply, but 
some organizations won't respond without one.  

Remember, on the outside of the envelope, list the name of the specific scholarship you 
are inquiring about. That way, the person opening the mail will know where to direct your 
inquiry.  
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Here is an example of what your letter might look like:  

Date  

XYZ Corporation (Ian Scott Smith Scholarship)  
1234 56th Street, Suite 890  
Metropolis, FL 00000-0000  

Dear Scholarship Coordinator:  

I am a (college) student (give academic year) and will be applying for admission to (a 
graduate) program for academic year 20__ - __.  

I would appreciate any information you have available on educational financing, 
including application forms. I am enclosing a self-addressed, stamped business size envelope for 
your convenience in replying.  

Sincerely,  

  

Daniel J. Cassidy  
2280 Airport Boulevard  
Santa Rosa, CA 95403  
 
Email: dcass@aol.com 

 

Letter of Thanks 

Thank you letter or letters should be written shortly after receiving confirmation of your 

scholarship award.  The letter(s) should be written and addressed to a specific person or entity 

inside the organization that originated the award.  As in the essay a “thank you letter” should be 

personable and sincere.  Letters of thanks must be typed, hand signed, and postage delivered.  

Emails and phone calls are not appropriate for the purpose of a formal thank you, which is to 

express gratitude and respect.    
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Appendix II: Web Pages and Books 
 
 
 

Other University or College Financial Aid web pages 

Bellarmine University www.bellarmine.edu/financialaid/outsidescholar.asp 

California State University 
Northridge 

www.csun.edu/finaid/scholarships-essay.html 

Emory College http://college.emory.edu/current/achievement/scholarships/ 

Kentucky Higher Education 
Assistance 

www.kheaa.com 

Owens Community College www.owens.edu/writing/scholarship.html 

San Diego State University www.sa.sdsu.edu/scholarship/essay-tips.html 

South Dakota State 
University 

/studentaffairs.sdstate.edu/MulticulturalAffairs/Scholarships/N
ational/nationalscholarships.htm 

Spalding University www.spalding.edu 

University of  Florida 
College of Medicine 

www.med.ufl.edu/oea/finaid/sgfl-writingtheessay.shtml 

University of Louisville 
Financial Aid 

https://vhost.louisville.edu/student/services/fin-
aid/devfinaid/scholarships/outsidescholar.php 

 
 
 
 

Scholarship Search Engines 
Most of these sites will search for both undergraduate and graduate level awards. 

College Board's Fund Finder www.collegeboard.com 

Fast Web www.fastweb.com 

FastAid / National Scholarship Research www.fastaid.com 

Minority On-Line Information Service www.sciencewise.com/molis 

NextStudent www.nextstudent.com 

Petersons Award Database www.petersons.com 

ScholarAid / Student Advantage Database www.scholaraid.com 

ScholarshipExperts www.scholarshipexperts.com 

Scholarships.com www.scholarships.com 

Scholarships.com LLC www.scholarships.com 

Supercollege.com www.supercollege.com/ 

Wintergreen/Orchard House www.wintergreenorchardhouse.com 

Graduate Studies Specific 

The Cornell University Graduate Fellowship 
Notebook 

www.cornell.eduStudent/GRFN 

New York University’s Grant in Graduate 
Studies 

www.nyu.edu/gsas/fininfo/gigs.html 

Academic Research Information System www.arisnet.com/newstu.html 
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Other Assistance 
Keep in mind that many of the scholarship search engines are now full service sites, but here are 
some sites that offer specific assistance.  You can find essay assistance and links to other 
materials that might be helpful in your search for college dollars 

E How 
Scholarship essay pointers 

www.ehow.com/how_4557490_write-college-
scholarship-essays.html 

Essay Advantage 
Editing Services 

http://www.collegeadmissionsessay.com/scholarship.asp 

Give Me Scholarships http://www.givemescholarships.com/ 

Scholarship Coach 
Companion website for Ben 
Kaplan’s books  

www.scholarshipcoach.com 

Scholarship Help 
Scholarship essay pointers 

www.scholarshiphelp.org/scholarship_essay.htm 

 

{ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ άIƻǿ ǘƻέ .ƻƻƪǎ 
These materials are typically specific to undergraduate and graduate awards.  Be sure to choose 
the resource that meets your needs. 

Beckham’s Guide to Scholarships: For Black 
and Minority Students 

Beckham, Berry 

Cash for Grad School (TM): The Ultimate 
Guide to Grad School Scholarships  

McKee, Phillip; Mckee, Cynthia Ruiz 

The Scholarship Book, 13th Ed. Ellen Schneid Coleman Research Group 

How to Go to College Almost for Free Kaplan, Ben 

Directory of Research Grants 2006 Miner, L.E. & Miner, L.T. 

The Scholarship Book, 13th Edition: The 
Complete Guide to Private-Sector 
Scholarships, Fellowships, Grants, and Loans 
for the Undergraduate 

National Scholarship Research Service & 
Cassidy,  Daniel 

Scholarships, Grants & Prizes 2010 
(Peterson's Scholarships, Grants & Prizes)  

Paul, Laura 

Scholarships, Grants & Prizes Peterson’s 

Scholarships for Hispanic Students  Peterson's 

The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Financial Aid 
for College 

Rye, David 

The 2005 Hispanic Scholarship Directory: 
Over 1,000 Ways to Finance Your Education 

Salinas, Maria 

Financial Aid for Asian Americans Schlachter, Gail 

Directory of Financial Aids for Women 2009-
2011: A List Of: Scholarships, Fellowships, 
Loans, Grants, Awards, and Internships 
Available Primarily or Exclusively For Women  

Schlachter, Gail & Weber, David 

Financial Aid for African Americans Schlachter, Gail & Weber, David 

Kaplan Scholarships 2010: Billions of Dollars 
in Free Money for College 

Schlachter, Gail & Weber, David 
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Continued -- {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ άIƻǿ ǘƻέ .ƻƻƪǎ 
 

Money for Christian College Students, 2007-
2009  

Schlachter, Gail & Weber, David 

The Ultimate Scholarship Book 2010 Tanabe, Gen & Tanabe, Kelly 

How to Write a Winning Scholarship Essay Tanabe, Gen; Tanabe, Kelly &Yee, Gregory 

Getting Financial Aid 2010 The College Board 

 

Appendix III: Scholarships 

 
Organizations that Offer Scholarships 

Both American Indian Graduate 
Center 

www.aigc.com 

Both Beinecke Scholarship Program http://foundationcenter.org/grantmaker/beinec
ke/ 

Both Blue Grass Community 
Foundation 
Edith Schwab Memorial 
Graduate Scholarship 

www.bgcf.org/page10003195.cfm 

Both Community Foundation of 
Louisville 

www.cflouisville.net 

Both Hispanic Scholarship Fund www.hsf.net 

Both National Association for Campus 
Activities 

www.naca.org/Scholarships/Pages/default.aspx 

Both Pearson Higher Education www.pearsonhighered.com/socialwork 

Both Possible Woman Foundation www.possiblewomanfoundation.org/scholarship
s/scholarships.html 

Graduate Datatel www.datatelscholars.org 

Graduate Jack Kent Cooke Foundation www.jkcf.org 

Graduate  National Academies http://sites.nationalacademies.org/pga/RAP/ind
ex.htm 

Not 
Specified 

AES Engineering Services www.aesengineers.com/scholarships.htm 

Not 
Specified 

Americans for Informed 
Democracy 

www.aidemocracy.org/ 

Not 
Specified 

Kentuckiana Works www.kentuckianaworks.org 

Not 
Specified 

Textbookx.com http://www.textbookx.com/scholarship/ 

Not 
Specified 

USA Funds www.usafunds.org 

Undergra
d 

A&F Business Consultants http://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.
htm 

Undergra
d 

Asian Pacific Islander American 
Scholarship Fund 

http://apiasf.org 
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Continued -- Organizations that Offer Scholarships 

Undergra
d 

Community Action Partnership 
Louisville Government 
CAPital Investment College 
Scholarship Program 

www.louisvilleky.gov/CAP/ 

Undergra
d 

Jeanette Rankin Foundation www.rankinfoundation.org 

Undergra
d 

Orville Redenbacher Second 
Start Scholarship (Adult over 
30) 

Mailing address only 
Orville Redenbacher Second Start Scholarship P.O. 
Box 4137, Blair, NE 68009. 

Undergra
d 

Sallie Mae Fund www.thesalliemaefund.org/ 

Undergra
d 

Talbots Women’s Scholarship 
Fund (Returning Woman) 

http://www1.talbots.com/about/scholar/scholar.
asp 

 
 

Social Work and Social Sciences Specific Scholarships Offerings 

AARP Foundation Andrus Foundation www.aarp.org 

American Criminal Justice Association – Lambda 
Alpha Epsilon 

www.adjalae.org 

American Kidney Fund Patient Scholarship 
Program (former kidney patient) 

www.akfinc.org/fpr_scholarhsips.asp 

Association for Gerontology in Higher Education www.aghe.org 

Bank of America (Male Students) http://www.bankofamerica.com/foundatio
n/index.cfm?template=fd_joemartin 

Catching the Dream www.cathingthedream.org 

College Bound Foundation www.collegeboundfoundation.org 

Council on Social Work Education www.cswe.org/ 

EPA Greater Research Opportunities (GRO) 
Fellowships for Undergraduate Environmental 
Study 

www.es.epa.gov/ncer/rfa 

Epilepsy Foundation  www.epilepsy foundation.org 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(AA Methodist Students) Edith M. Allen 
Scholarship 

www.gbhem.org 

Health Professionals Education Foundation www.healthprofessionals.ca.gov 

Humane Studies Fellowships www.TheIHS.org 

J.W. Saxe Memorial Prize www.jwsaxefund.org 

John Kelly Labor Studies Scholarship Fund www.opeiu.org 

Margaret NcNamara Memorial Fund www.wbfn.org 

Memorial Fund Jewish Culture 
Jewish heritage 

www.mfjc.org 

National Association of Social Workers www.socialworkers.org/ 

National Black Police Association www.blackpolice.org 

Native American Education Grants 
(NA Students) Student Opportunity Scholarships 

www.pcusa.org 



 

18 

for Ethnic Minority Groups 

NIH Undergraduate Scholarship Programs for 
Students from Disadvantaged Backgrounds 

www.ugsp.nih.gov 

Pilot International Foundation www.pilotinternaitonal.org 
 

 

Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality – 
Student Research Grant 

www.sexscience.org 

Sunshine Lady Foundation Inc. (Domestic Violence 
field) 

www.sunshinelandy.org 

U.S. Institute of Peace 
National Peace Essay Contest 

www.usip.org 

United Comm. Services for Working Families 
Ted Bricker Scholarship 

 

WHO Mentors www.WHOmentors.com 

Women in Federal Law Enforcement www.wifle.org 

Y’s Men International www.ysmenusa.com 
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SCHOLARSHIP CHECKLIST 

 

☐ Organize – Organize – Organize 

☐ Block off time in your schedule for scholarship 
searching, requesting information, essay preparation, 
editing, and rewriting. 

☐ Begin requesting the additional information you will need to complete scholarship 
applications later (letters of recommendation, transcripts, FASFA data, etc.). 

☐Set-up secondary email and use it when accessing web related scholarship materials to 
avoid spam. 

☐ File electronic or hard copy of scholarship information by due dates as they are 
located. 

☐Begin assembling and continue to update your stable of tweak able scholarship essays 

and pertinent ideas at every step of the process.  
 

☐ Contact Spalding University’s Scholarship Coordinator. 

 ☐ Provide pointers for your search. 

☐ Obtain the listings of Endowed and Outside Scholarships, and apply. 
 

☐ Enroll in multiple scholarship search engines. 

☐ When enrolling use the secondary email address. 

☐ When registering check as many boxes as possible: social work, social sciences, mental 
health, etc.  Then you work through eliminating unrelated scholarship choices on your 
own. 

☐ Check the search engines weekly. 
 

☐ Locate local scholarship possibilities 

☐ Check with government: state, city, town, village. 

☐Check with civic, community, and religious organizations. 
 

☐ Scholarship Essay Preparation. 

☐ At this point make arrangements to obtain any additional paperwork that is 
requested: letters of recommendation, official transcripts, student aid information. 

☐ Carefully read scholarship criteria and information.  Be certain you have any additional 

documents on hand. 

☐ Note the deadline and schedule time to accommodate. 

☐ Check stable of suitable essays and tweak to fit scholarship requirements. 

☐ Have someone else edit and review changes.   

☐ Prepare scholarship packet, be sure to include requested additional information.  
 

☐ Double check the packet before snail mailing or emailing.  Are all additional documents 

included? 
 


